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THE DESIGN CERTIFIER – Role, Responsibilities and Approach 

 

 

Context.   

 

BC(A)R (S.I.9 of 2014) requires that a Design Certifier is appointed by the Building Owner to design 

the building, in conjunction with others, and to provide a Design Certificate, certifying that all designs 

comply with the relevant requirements of the Building Regulations.  In the case of two of the relevant 

parts (B and M), the Certificates are provided by the BCA based on compliant submissions from the 

Design Team.   

 

The Design Certifier can be a Registered Architect, Building Surveyor or Chartered Engineer.  
However, in most cases, it is likely that the Architect will be expected to take on the role.  The 
Commencement Notice identifies the Building Designer in section 5 and goes on to say: the 
mandatory Certificate of Compliance (Design) signed by the above Building Designer accompanies 
this Notice.  The Design Certificate includes a statement signed by the Design Certifier that I confirm 
that I have been commissioned by the building owner to design, in conjunction with others, the 
building or works described above and to certify such design.   
 
Importantly, the Certified Design becomes the reference document during construction that the 

Builder must use as defining compliance of the construction.  While he commits to building in 

compliance with the Regulations at the undertaking stage, this is qualified at Completion Certificate 

stage as being reliant on the Certified Design.  This increases the liability of the Design Certifier as 

the Builder may use errors in the certified Design to mitigate his liability in case of non-compliant 

work.  Prior to this, it could be argued that the Builder had an overriding obligation to comply with the 

requirements of the Regulations irrespective of anomalies on drawings or in documents.  

 

There is a significant increase in responsibility and liability on the Designer in his role as Design 

Certifier than heretofore existed and this is implicit in the Statutory Instrument, Code of Practice and 

has been confirmed by legal opinion.   

 

The role. 

 

The role of Design Certifier includes much of what a Design Team leader would do previously but 

also involves additional responsibilities and work.  The role can be summarised: 

a. Design of the elements of the building falling under his competency in demonstrable compliance 

with the Building Regulations. 

b. Coordination of the inputs required from other relevant Designers (ancillary certifiers) and 

obtaining of assurances that they are using reasonable skill, care and diligence.    

c. Coordination, compilation and scheduling of the plans, calculations, specifications and 

particulars that are to be included on the schedule to be lodged at commencement and to which 

the Design Certificate relates. 

d. Where elements of the Design have not been completed, setting these out clearly with an 

undertaking that when complete, these too will be certified and submitted to the Building Control 

Authority. 

e. Onerous certification that the Design is fully compliant with the requirements of the Building 

Regulations. 

f. Arranging to provide sufficient information to the Assigned Certifier to enable them to fulfil their 

role. 
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Responsibilities. 

 

The Code of Practice states: The Design Certifier, in compiling the plans and documentation and in 

preparing the Design Certificate should review the scope of requirements of the Building Regulations 

that apply to the building work concerned.  In order to have exercised reasonable skill, care and 

diligence in carrying out this task, it is incumbent on the Design Certifier to put a process 

demonstrating that this review of the scope has been undertaken.   

 

The assessment and certification with regard to ten Parts of the Building Regulations should be no 

less methodical and rigorous than for Parts B and M.  Each Part should be assessed under each 

section of the relevant part and at the outset of a project, the responsibilities and methodologies in 

this regard should be discussed and agreed with other designers and such agreement recorded.  

Reports, specifications and marked up drawings, as relevant, should be kept and where practical, 

included in the Commencement Notice submission.   It should be borne in mind that the BCA will not 

validate the content of submissions so self-validation should be part of self-certification. 

 

The file generated by the process should clearly demonstrate that the Design is Compliant and also 

that due skill, care and diligence was employed in reaching the assessment that the design is 

compliant. 

 

Approach. 

 

It is necessary to compile a file to record the assessment and the process in order to: 

• Demonstrate that, in compiling the plans and documentation and in preparing the Design 

Certificate, the Design Certifier has reviewed the scope of requirements of the Building 

Regulations that apply to the building work concerned.  

• Provide an auditable document showing how the design was assessed and deemed by the 

Design Certifier to be in compliance.  This is particularly important where compliance is 

assessed with reference to guidance other than the TGDs. 

• Provide sufficient information to the Assigned Certifier to enable them to fulfil their role. 

• Provide a reliable background document for other designers to design and certify elements after 

commencement. 

 

Where the Design Certifier is the Architect, the following is a summary of the recommended process 

that should be adopted: 

a. Design Certifier should convene a Design Team meeting to agree and record roles in Ancillary 

Certification and follow up.   

b. A summary for each Part should be prepared, indicating which party is providing design 

certification and indicating which elements of design will be carried out after commencement 

should be prepared. 

c. Each requirement or design parameter in each Part should be identified and the relevant design 

assessed and recorded against these. 

d. Where other designers are providing ancillary design certificates, the  Design Certifier will have a 

role in getting assurance that they has used reasonable skill, care and diligence and that they 

have covered the headings required.  The Design Certifier will then compile the information for 

submission and records. 

e. Where possible, the Assigned Certifier (if different to the Assigned Certifier) should be requested 

to review the Design Certificate file and confirm they are happy with the process, assumptions 

and conclusions. 


